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it. He never noticed newspaper articles; would not notice
this. I said it was not a newspaper article, but an official
document from Sheridan's headquarters and signed by
Sheridan himself. While I was not prepared to say what
course had best be taken in regard to it, I by no means
assented to the suggestion that the document had been
surreptitiously obtained or that it was not written expressly
for publication. No man could read it and say he believed
it was a private, unofficial communication to General
Grant. It was intentionally disrespectful to the President,
and had been so received and considered by friends and
opponents.

Stanton said it was an improper letter, and if it had
been addressed to him, he should have rebuked Sheridan,
not only for what he said of the President but for the al-
lusion to the Attorney-General, the head of a Department.

McCulloch thought we had better get along without
taking much notice of the letter, as the President had never
received it officially. To move in it would stir up excite-
ment without doing any good. I was aware from previous
conversation with McCulloch that he wished to avoid col-
lision with Congress, and that he had very little confidence
that the President would take a stand against Sheridan
and persist in it, backed as he would be by Stanton and
Grant. He said to me that Stanton would control the
President on this or any subject that had a military
bearing or connection, sooner than the true men in his
Cabinet. I was therefore more grieved than surprised at
McCulloch's remark.

Randall said very little, but did not know what could
be done, though the letter was very improper.

Stanbery and Stanton differed essentially and discussed
some points. The President produced a dispatch from
Sheridan of the 29th ult., stating he should continue regis-
tration until August as ordered. As the Secretary of War
had not the correspondence between Grant and Sheridan,
the President thought it best to defer the farther discus-